exercise the most unfavourable effect on the heart, bringing the patient in a few months to the most advanced stage of cardiac disease, but we find also, on the completion of the third stage of labour, a most alarming condition often supervening, a condition that may speedily be fatal.
This important complication has been most ably brought before our Society by one whose death we all so much deplore?Dr Angus Macdonald?in his work on Chronic Heart Disease in Pregnancy and Parturition. I have no intention of taking up the question of mitral stenosis in all the aspects considered by him, but merely wish to direct your attention to its connexion with the third stage of labour. Since studying Dr Macdonald's monograph, I have seen several instances of the complication, about eight in all. Three of these I purpose bringing briefly before you to-night, the more especially as in one of them a post-mortem was obtained and an important condition of the heart found. Of these eight, seven died; this shows how serious this condition is. The cases are briefly as follows:?
Case of Abortion complicated with Mitral Stenosis. (Report by Dr Mackness.)
Mrs S., age 27; fourth pregnancy. Previous History.?Her first child died when 9 months old. Some years ago she consulted Dr Angus Macdonald, who told her that if she became pregnant again she would probably die as a result; since then she has had two children, one of which is dead, and the other alive, being 3 years old. No trouble with any of the labours, except that she stated that, as a result of mismanagement of the last one, she has always had some uterine trouble, the nature of which was not ascertained. 
